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heatsink [aero eng] 1 . A type of protective device capable 
of absorbing heat and used as a heat shield. 2. In nuclear 
propulsion, any thermodynamic device, such as a radiator or 
condenser, that is designed to absorb the excess heat energy 
of the working fluid. Also known as heat dump, [elec] A 
mass of metal that is added to a device for the purpose of 
absorbing and dissipating heat; used with power transistors and 
many types of metallic rectifiers. Also known as dissipator. 
[thermo] Any (gas, solid, or liquid) region where heat is 
absorbed. { 'het.sirjk } 



insulator [elec] A device having high electrical resistance 
and used for supporting or separating conductors to prevent 
undesired flow of current from them to other objects. Also 
known as electrical insulator, [mater] A material that is a 
poor conductor of heat, sound, or electricity. [SOLID state] 
A substance in which the normal energy band is full and is 
separated from the first excitation band by a forbidden band 
that can be penetrated only by an electron having an energy 



thermal conductivity [thermo] The heat flow across a sur- 
face per unit area per unit time, divided by the negative of 
the rate of change of temperature with distance in a direction 
perpendicular to the surface. Also known as coefficient of 
conductivity; heat conductivity. { 'tharmal kan dak'tiv 
ad-e } ' 



thermal conductor [thermo] A substance with a relatively 
high thermal conductivity. { 'thor-mgl ksn'dsk-tar } 



